Pittsford Art Group
October, 2018

Exhibiting around
town
Oct 1-Dec 30
Pittsford Town Hall

Joe Sirianni

Letters from our Presidents
Margie Mitchell & Jan Davidson

I am so pleased that everyone likes our new location, it was
wonderful to see all of you at our ﬁrst
meeting of this ﬁscal year. My only regret is that there is no
storage, so perhaps we will bring in less!
A big ”Thank you” to Ann Limbeck for cleaning out our
supplies at the Pittsford Town Hall. It’s amazing how much we
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It was very nice to see everyone pitch in and help pick up at the
We are working out the kinks on how to set up the room so that
everyone can see and hear, the Board and the Presenter. The
good news also is that our voices travel so it’s not hard to be
heard!
Our Fall show (St John Fisher) information will be shared
with you at our next meeting in October so please come to hear
all about it.
I know you’ll be very excited about this show.
So get ready and I hope you have been painting all summer!

Margie Mitchell

A new policy!
Guests are more than welcome
and encouraged to join us at
our monthly meetings, to hear
and see what’s going on, and to
watch our wonderful
demonstrators. To help with
rising costs it would be
appreciated if a $5.00 donation
was made to the group. If the
guest would like to join our
group their donation may be
applied to their joining fee.
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Reminder: Our next meeting is October 4, at
7:00pm in the Spiegel Building, 35 Lincoln Ave.
room 19.
Kari Ganoung Ruiz will be our presenter.

Three of our members recently participated in the MAG Clothesline
Show and sale. Congratulations to Barb Horvath, Barb Jablonski and
Joe Sirianni for being accepted into this prestigious show. At this time
we are aware that Joe sold 2 paintings!
Sylvie Culbertson sold 3 paintings at Star PT this summer, Betsy
Liano and Ann Limbeck each sold a piece at the Friendly Home.
Please let us know of any other sales as it gives us all a little
confidence. Congratulations to all!
We are in need of
a Historian.
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Joe Sirianni has taken
over our website.
Thank you

Amy Hobert has
volunteered to find
demonstrators for this
year. Please send her
names of anyone you
would like to see, or if you
would like to demonstrate
yourself.

Would anyone be interested in using the new room in the
Spiegel Building to get together and paint. We are looking into
using this room once a month or once a week in the evening
if possible. Let any of the board members know and we will be
happy to pursue this idea!

Committee Chairs

Fall Show -Sylvie Culbertson
Refreshments -Niesdri Welsh
Rotating Exhibits -Laura Davis
Membership -Amy Hobert
Website Manager -Joe Sirianni
Sunshine -Sylvia Ball
Pittsford Credit Union Show and Sale -Liz Sciortino
Historian -_____________

The prospectus for the Fall
Show and Sale will go out in an
email October 10.
The postmark deadline will be
October 27.

Debra Cooper, our September
presenter is self taught. She
loves oil paint, the luster, the feel and
the smell. She also loves painting still
lifes. She starts her by setting up a
small grouping in a box with a black
or solid interior color with a spot light
over it. She spends a very long time
creating her composition. She
especially loves flowers, bowls and
vases. She uses a view finder and
sometimes takes a picture before
anything wilts. She likes using hard panels like a gesso board and sands them down. She likes to
start with a toned board like a gray or raw umber color, and never wastes her boards. She will just
sand it down and start over if she has to. She has also tried pieces of canvas or linen glued onto the
boards. Debra sometimes draws on paper and makes a sketch before starting. Her sketches really
emphasize the shadows and the lights and darks that will add to her forms. It is obvious from her
finished pieces that a lot of time and prep work goes into each little masterpiece. Looking at the 3
pictures on the right and descending down you can see her progression. She is extremely careful in
matching her colors to the actual objects. She often takes photos again which helps her remember
how she created a successful technique.
When Debra is matching colors to her objects, she holds her brush right up next to each piece. Her
palette is a piece of glass usually over gray paper which often matches her toned canvas. Debra
has a deep knowledge of her paints, warm vs cool, and opaque vs transparent. She is careful to
add a spot of mostly white with a touch of yellow to create the shine on each piece in her work. I
would have thought it would take days to complete this seemingly complicated, realistic
composition, but Debra transformed her canvas right before our eyes in a little over an hour.

The Pittsford Art Group tries to provide venues in which the members can show work, sell work and
be awarded accolades for their hard and professional work. The PAG will offer one judged show; This
year our fall show will be at Saint John Fisher, a spring show at Barnes and Noble, along with a
“Winter Show” and sale at the Pittsford Credit Union. We have monthly professional, artist,
demonstrators and a new updated room at the Paul Spiegel Building Center on 35 Lincoln Ave in the
village of Pittsford. Many of our seasoned members can offer guidance to our newer members and
there are directions for any job available. We have continual venues in our community and many new
opportunities pop up from time to time. Many competitions and classes are forwarded throughout the
year, as well as notices in our newsletter. Please be generous with your time. You will find friendly help
and new friends. The success of our group depends on the willingness of its’ members to keep things
going. Please check our website for more of a complete description and information.
To help defray the cost of cards for Sunshine, the board thought it would be nice if
members who have cards of their work, might like to donate a couple. Sunshine
cards with a colleagues work would mean so much more. Please give your cards
to Sylvia Ball.
Any news ? Please send to Ann at
awlimbeck@gmail.com

